BETWEEN H&BERTISTS AND DANTONISTS
made by the Thermidorians. They likewise imagined
that they could control the reaction, yet the White
Terror, which immediately set in—and about which
historians have kept singularly silent—"surpassed in
horror", says Louis Blanc, "even the massacres of
September, even the fusillades of Collot d'Herbois,
even the drownings of Carrier". It lasted at least as long
as the Red Terror and according to Nougaret made
30,000 victims in the Midi alone, practically all of whom
were massacred without even the pretence of a trial.
Yet the Thermidorians allowed only those tmigres to
return that had left France after the insurrection of the
znd of June.
It is, however, a moot question whether Danton and
his friends sincerely believed in a policy of mercy or
whether their advocacy of such a policy was not a mere
preliminary to counter-revolution. In a letter sent out
by the Dantonist Bourdon (of the Oise), which fell into
the hands of the police, he says that the suspects would
soon be released and their places taken by those who put
them there. Danton had openly become the champion
of the upper bourgeoisie, as is shown by his opposi-
tion to such measures as compelling them to turn in
their gold against assignats. The royalist Mallet du Pan
was of the opinion that Danton wished to pave the way
for a return of the monarchy, and the American
ambassador (Gouverneur Morris) received the same
impression. We have, furthermore, the testimony of
Lafayette and of the Duke of Chartres (the later
Louis Phillipe of France) regarding Danton's royalist
tendencies.
Danton's change of front is not difficult to under-
stand. He was hopelessly compromised with the revolu-
tionists. In December, 1793, he made a pathetic appeal
at the Jacobin Club, yet, but for Robespierre's interven-
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